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Mint Spring Farm is an example of Maryland
vernacular architecture utilizing a variety of
typical building materials over several periods
of construction. The log part of the house, a two
story, three bay structure is the oldest and may
date from the late 18th century. The two, two story,
three bay brick additions each appear to date from
the mid or third quarter of the 19th century.
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Mint Spring Farm is located at Mousetown, a small settlement just north of route 40=4 at the .
southeast side of Boonshoro in Yashington County, Maryland, The house is situated on low lying
level ground east of Mousetown Road with its principal elevation facing south., It is a two
story, three part L=shaped log and brick structure. The main and oldest section of thke house
would appear to be the log part, a building ore bay wide and three bays in length to which was
added a three bay brick section of a different roof pitch to its east end wall, Another three
bay brick addition was attached perpendicular to the log section.

The log portion of the house is totally sheathed with old wooden siding., Vindows have wide,
massive frames with quarter round trim. Those at the first story have nine over six pane
sashes while upper level windows have six over six sashes. Each window has pairs of raised
panel shutters which do not appear to be original., The main entrance to the log section is
in its west end wall, It has framing similar to that of the windows and may have had a tran-
som at one time. A brick chimney is located inside its west end wall, 1Its roof is sheathed
with sheet metal and terminates with barge boards set directly against the end walls, The
interior of the log house consists of one large room at the first story although at one ti- -,
there seems to have been a partition running the length of the house just south of the do.
Remaining interior woodwork is characteristic of the late 18th or very early 19th century,
It includes such features as doors with six raised panels and quarter round door and window
trim, The fireplace in the west end wall is framed with an architrave trimmed sinmilarly to
those of the doors and windows. A steep staircase is located in the northeast corner,

The two brick sections display American bonding and are painted white. The east wing has
wide wooden lintels above the door and window openings, The north addition has short flat
arches of brick. Yindows have narrow frames with six over six pane sashes, Each section
has an inside end chimmey. The interfor of each brick structure displays mid 19th century
woodwork such as symmetrically molded door trim with corner blocks and 2 raised beveled
panel on the parlor fireplace mantel in the east ving,

* b4
Various outbuildings are associated with the complex including a stone springhouse, a wood
sided outkitchen or secondary dwelling and a small frame barn said to have been a tannery and
barrel factory.

The buildings are in excellent condition and stand on a tract of land containing about 20
acres,
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Mint Spring Farm is an example of Maryland vernacular architecture utilizing a variety of
typical building materials over several periods of construction. The log part of the house,
a two story, three bay structure is the oldest and may date from the late 18th century. The
two, two story, three bay brick additions each appear to date from the nid or third quarter
of the 19th century.

De~ records regarding this property are not conclusive. As early as 1822 at least part of
th. property was owned by George Shafer and Henry Locher whe may have been partners in busi-
ness, (FF/994). During the history of the property over the perind that was researched,

the 1land was listed in three separate parcels. Subsequent owners were Geroge Young vho bought
part of the property fiom lenry Locher in 1838 (TT/472), David Easterday who owned it between
1847 and 1862 (IN11/475, IN11/677) and Jacob H, Snook who held it from 1862 until 1863 {InN19/
496, "HMcKK1/137), In a Deed of Trust prepared by Jacob H, Snook, he refers to a section of
property upon which he then resided which contained about 20 acres and had a tannery. The
property remained in the Snook family until 1874 (73/453). It changed hands numerous times
until the present,

In all deeds relating to this property reference was made to Maria Factory which was apparently
located just north of Mint Spring Farm. According to the Iron Ores of Maryland by Joseph T.
Singewald, Jr., Mariah Furnace, as he names it, opérated untik about 1880. It apparently
produced numerous cast iron objects.

The proverty includes parts of the land grants, '"Martsome ", "Resurvey on Racoon' and 'Resurvey
on "ell Done."
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